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NI COI and the CEAS

Qualification Directive: Directive 2011/95/EU (recast)
Article 4 - Assessment of facts and circumstances

3) The assessment of an application for international protection is-to be carried out-on-an individual
basis and includes taking into account:

(a) all relevant facts as they relate to the country of origin at the time of taking a decision on the
application, including laws and regulations of the country of origin and the manner in ' which they are
applied; ...

Article 8 — Assessment of well-founded fear/serious harm & internal

protection

Member States shall at the time of taking the decision on the application have regard to the general
circumstances prevailing in that part of the country and to the personal circumstances of the
applicant in accordance with Article 4. To that end, Member States shall ensure that precise and up-to-
date information is obtained from relevant sources, such as the United Nations High Commissioner for
refugees and the European Asylum Support Office. A7
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L COl and EASO
EASO Founding Regulation (EU) 439/2010, Art.'4 = COI

EASO shall ‘organise, promote and coordinate activities relating to information on
countries of origin’

EASO is responsible for:
* Gathering of relevant, reliable, accurate and up-to date information on
countries of origin of persons applying for IP
* Drafting COIl reports
* Developing common format and a common methodology
* Management and development of a COIl Portal
* Analysis of information on countries of origin in a transparent manner with a

view to fostering convergence of assessment criteria -
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How are we organised?
EASO COl Sector




Third Country Research Unit (TCRU)

Asylum Knowledge Centre

MedCOl Sector

17 staff:

11 Research Officers and
Research Assistants

3 Senior Researchers

Country Guidance
Sector

1 COIl Portal Officer
1 Editor

1 Head of Sector




Country of Origin Information (COl) Sector

COI Production and Methodology
Country Desks
COI for Operations Africa, Asia/Russia, % COIl Networks
MENA, Latin

America, Horizontal




COIl Production and Methodology

COl Methodology
COIl Production
EU+ common methodology, guides, P
COl reports, queries, The Gambi

and training on COI practices

Country of Origin

iformation (€O factsheets, COI for S o G

Report Methodology

Information Report

country guidance

COl Portal

Common portal for EASO and
Horizontal COI Expertise/ Support .

EU+ COI products

https://coi.easo.europa.eu/

Provision of COI

advice/expertise/input to other EASO

“Eo €Ol Poral

sectors with COl-linked activities Welcome 1o the EASO €6 Porta




-' COIl Networks

Sharing expertise &

Generating knowledge G “
S Afghanistan

Enhancing COl
CORlty Strategic

& Ukraine
Network Latin

Russian

Federation

America

Burden-sharing

Meetings &

Workshops
Training &

development




COl for Operations

COl Helpdesk

COI methodology

COl production (reports, queries, ...)
COl training

COIl meetings/workshops
On-the-job coaching

Cyprus
Malta
Italy
Greece

\ 4
COl support under the COl support under EASO

umbrella of Operating Plans external dimension strategy




How do we produce COI?




EASO COIl Production Prc
EASO COIl Report Methodology 2019

\__/Quality  pyplication
Control

.~ Drafting

=~ Researching

g Preparation




COl production mode

* Joint production
e ‘Europeanisation’
* In-house drafting

* Qutsourcing




Common COl production

EASO
Country of Origin
Information (COI)

Report Methodology

by national COl experts, UNHCR

or civil society organisations

Call for contributions in EASO
COI Network Approach
and
Gathering input terms of
reference

(Co-)drafting Quality review

' |
by EASO, national COl experts or by external experts

outsourcing proofreading by EASO




Main challenges in common CO

COl production

o Defining ToR

o Multiple drafters / harmonisation

o Language

o National practices/EASO COl methodology

Other challenges
o Conflicting processes
o Available resources




There are no exact figures as to the number of I5SIL fighters operating in Iraq today. Some
estimates put the numbers at between 10,000 and 15 000 operating in Irag®, whereby some
500 to 1,000 fighters operate in the western desert areas™, whilst the [;est ére believed to
have regrouped in the Hamreen mountain range in the north-eastern parts of the country,
which extends from the governorate of Diyala, crossing the northern part of Salah al-Din
governorate and into the southern parts of the povernorate of Kirkuk®.

X.1.2.2 White Flags
Other remnant groups appear to be building new militant fractions in the Hamreen

Mountains. One such group goes under the name of the “White Flags”. Armed with weapons
accumulated from years fighting along ISIL, these fighters are also finding shelter in the folds
of the mountain ridge®. The group is said to be an alliance of former ISIL militants and
disgruntled Kurdish militias (with na former connection to the Peshmerga forces) who were
pushed out of the multi-ethnic (Kurd-Turkmen) town Tuz Khurmatu™

ARARAARAS PSSR,

X.1.2.3 Other non-State armed groups

Aside from ISIL, other smaller militant jihadist armed groups la-re lso present in Irag, which
form part of what the BBC called the ‘Sunni insurgency’ in 2014. [The main ones are lamaat
Ansar Al-Islam (JAI) (mainly based in Ninewa), the Nagshbandi Order (Jaysh Rijal al-Tariga al-

Nagshbandia, ITRN), Jaysh Al-Mujahideen (JAM) (mainly near Hawija), Islamic Army of Irag

[mainly in Diyala and Salah al-Din) . JTRM is the second largest insurgent group after ISIL; its
ideclogy ‘espouses a blend of the banned Baathist Party's ideology (...} and Naqshbandl Sufi
Izlam” while emphasising jihadist Ianguagef" F i

army and drug smuggler4 Ft has created front groups of Baathists and has operated i
of Anbar and Fallulaf"’.

A new group called the Khawbakhzh hasz also emerged in 2018, calling itself a "Kurdish
volunteer’ group active against PMUs in the areas around Tuz Khurmatu and Kirkuk with links

AARRARAARAAAN

5 Markusen, M., Center for Strategic & International Studies, The islomic Stote and the Presistent
Threat of Extremism in irog, Movember 2018 warw.csis. org/analysis fislamic-state-and-
persistent-threat-extremism-irag.

=7 Reuters, Isfomic Stote mokes comebock in Irog with switch to guerriflo toctics, 24 July 2018
https:/ fwww reuters. com/article/us-mideast-crisis-irag-security/islamic-state-makes-comeback-in-
irag-with-switch-to-guerrilla-tactics-idUSKBM 1IKEOMH.

% Reuters, Isfomic Stote mokes comebock in Irog with switch to guerriflo toctics, 24 July 2018
hrtps:f fwwwi.reuters. com,/article/us-mideast-crisis-irag-security/islamic-state-makes-comeback-in-
irag-with-switch-to-guerrilla-tactics-idUSKBM 1IKEOMH.

 BuzzFesd MNews, The new face of /SIS in lrog colls itself the White Flogs, 1 April 2018
hrtps:f fwww. buzzfeednews. com/article/borzoudaragahi/fisis-irag-white-flags-syria-new-

names. wmeEvyamwyp.

™ Middle East Eye, No swrenﬂ'er “White Fiogs' group rises as new threot in northern (rog, 31 lanuary

2018 hitt www. middleeast net/news/firag-islamic-state-white-flag-hashd-al-shaabi-
1283818813,
@ BBC Mews, Irag crisiss  Key players in Summi rebellion, 14 July 2014,
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28053496.
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ADOORD 2
Mhileaning 300, not the rest of the 10,000-13,000, as it sesms in
the et

Nevine Abou-Gabal
Dane

AOCORD 2
Deleted: w

A

AOOORD 2
Weng? If vou write are, you nesd a source for it that is not
from 2014.

ACCORD 2
megtianed v BEC in 2014 wers

ADOORD

Iz thers 2 mare recent saurce that indicates that these groups
are ztill active in 20187

If not, mention that no infonmation could be found whether
they are still present inTrag.

Nevine Abou-Gabal
ot to my kmowledzeT Mot in 2013, thers may be
somne renmants, bt T have not seen smy reports.

AOCORD 2
Was in 2014

Nevine Abou-Gabal
Mated

AOOORD 2

This sparce is from 2018, bowever it doas ot rafer to any of
meabm‘&m.etmuuedgmups, 50 it iz mizsleading to commect it
in the text lile it is done. This source mostly talis sbout
Ehawhakhsh and similar growps (which vou refer to in the
ner paragraph)

Nevine Abou-Gabal

T opt to leawe it T think it is good to mention the other
insurgency groups, althoush they have not been
active since 2014, there sre no ndicstions that they
have disappeared.

AOOORD 2
Mow again 2014, commection with “it™ does not work here,
refierring to different sroups than the source Som 2018 above

Sugzestion treat the whols paragraph above a3 historical
(2014), take out the 2012 source, say that mo pew mnformation
could be found, then introduce the new zsroup below

Mewer information about AAT can be foumd here, but mosthy
related to attacks in Iran

hetpe/iiswresearch blogspot. com201 81 0Visiss-second-
resurgence fitml

Nevine Abou-Gabal
Dane, did not refer to the ISTAT link since it takes up
AAlinTran

Nevine Abou-Gabal
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European Asylum Support Office

eo Euraopean Asylum Support Office

EASO

Country of Origin
Information (COIl) Guide

EASO
Writing and Referencing

Report for EASO Country of
Methodology Origin Information (COI)

Reports
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Main EASO COIl produc

COI QUERY
Country of Origin SOMALIA
Main subject Situation of the Gaboye minority group in Somalia, especially in

Somaliland and Puntland

Question(s) 1. What is the treatment of the Gaboye minority group in Somalia
especially in Somaliland and Puntland?

2. What is the situation of returnees belonging to the Gaboye
minority group in Somalia, especially in Somaliland and Puntland

Date of completion 30 March 2021
Query Code Q5-2021

Contributing EU+ COIl units N/A
(if applicable)

Disclaimer
This response to a COI query has been elaborated according to the EASO COI Report Methodology and EASO Writing
and Referencing Guide

The information pr d in this response ha n re
limited time frame. All sources used are referenced has been pe
mentioned methodology. This document does not claim to be exhaustive neither concle
particular claim to international protection. If a certain event, person or organisa
this does not mean that the event has not taken e or that the person or orga
used should not be regarded as indicative of a particular legal position

hed, ev
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th the above
ve as to the merit of any
ion is not mentioned in the report,
isation does not ex

ed and proce

ermina!

The information in the response does not necessarily reflect the opinion of EASO and makes no political statement

whatsoever.

The target audience is caseworkers, COI researchers, policy makers, and decision-making authorities. The answer was
finalised on 30 March 2021. Any event taking place after this date is not included in this answer
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. easo COI Portal

frHome O COINews

© Searchtips

2 LoginRegister v

.

Welcome to the EASO COI Portal

The EASO COI Portal provides accessto Country of Origin Information (COI) ) for use in Pratection Status
Determination procedures. It is managed by the Eurpean Asylum Support Office (EASC) in coaperation with the

national asylum authorities of EUs+ states (EU Member States plus Norway and Switzerland). For more information

n EASO, see below. The EASO Ol Portal provides selected COl authored by EU+ national ssylum authorities,
EASO and other EU institutions (for example, the EU External Action Service).

LEARNMORE v

Latest COl News
27 JANUARY 2020

EASO publishes a COI report: Syria
- Exercise of authority in
recaptured areas

Today, the European Asylum Support Office (EASO)
published a Country of Origin Information (COI) Report.
‘titled Syria Exercise of authority in recaprured sress.
This report is part of & series of Syria... Resd more >

SYRIAN ARAB RIPUBLIC

13 JANUARY 2020

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (COI
Department) Netherlands - COI
report - Syria documents

The Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs has published 2
thematic courery of arigin information report about
Syrian documents. These documents are important
for the assessment of asylum and family... Read
more >

SYRAN ARAB REPLBLIC

—Peters.

23 DECEMBER 2019

EASO publishes a COI report:
Syria - Actors

Today, the European Asylum Support Office (EASQ)
published a Country of Origin Infarmation (COI)
Report titled Syria Actors. This report is part of a
series of Syria reports produced in 20152020
Read more >

‘SYRIAN ARABREPUBLIC

European Asylum Support Offic

EASO COIl Portal

https://coi.easo.europa.eu/

What it is

Gateway to selected information on countries
of origin to assist asylum practitioners

What it provides

=  EASO COI products (reports, queries, ...)
=  EU+ countries COIl products
= EU institutions COI



https://coi.easo.europa.eu/

COl QUERY
Country of Origin SUDAN
Main subject Armed groups, Security situation, Internal displacement situation
Question(s) Armed groups, including structure, relationship with other actors, areas
—— of presence and operation, and actil security incidents, including
perpetrators, targets, number of casualties and geographical distribution
of events
See Table of Contents
Date of completion 13 October 2020
Query Code 024-2020
Contributing EU+ COI units N/A

(if applicable)

ttps://coi.easo.europa.eu

Disclaimer
This response 1o a COI query has been elaborated according 1o the EASQ COI Report Methodology and EASO Writing
and Referencing Guide.

The information provided in this response has been researched, evaluated and processed with utmost care within a
limited time frame. All sources used are referenced. A quality review has been performed in line with the above
mentioned methodology. This document does not claim to be exhaustive neither conclusive as to the merit of any
particular claim to international protection. If a certain event, person or organisation is not mentioned in the report,
this does not mean that the event has not taken place or that the person or organisation does not exist. Terminology
used should not be regarded as indicative of a particular legal position.

The information in the response does net necessarily reflect the opinion of EASO and makes no political statement
whatsoever.

The target audience is caseworkers, CO researchers, policy makers, and decision making authorities. The answer was
finalised on 13 October 2020. Any event taking place after this date is not included in this answer.

EASO COI Portal

*

E*AZGO COIl portal

#ft [C]
Home COI News

A Login/Register v

anced search

@ search tips

Advanced Search

Search by keywords @

Publication date @

Countries of origin @

To:

From:

Document language @

Clear % Search Q

Document type @

Response to COI Query »x



https://coi.easo.europa.eu/

COl Sector
Third Countrv Research Centre
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http://www.easo.europa.eu/

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	COI and the CEAS
	COI and EASO
	Slide Number 5
	Third Country Research Unit (TCRU) �Asylum Knowledge Centre 
	Country of Origin Information (COI) Sector
	COI Production and Methodology
	COI Networks
	COI for Operations
	Slide Number 11
	�EASO COI Production Process�EASO COI Report Methodology 2019�
	�COI production models�
	Common COI production
	�Main challenges in common COI production�
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	�EASO COI methodology�
	�Main EASO COI products�
	Slide Number 21
	https://coi.easo.europa.eu 
	Slide Number 23

